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wrought by the god-man in these degenerate days cannot
compare with those which were wrought by his predecessors
in days gone by; and it is even reported that the only sio-n
vouchsafed by him to the present generation of vipers is the
miracle of feeding the multitude whom he annually entertains
to dinner at Chinchvad.1
Worship           A Hindoo sect, which has many representatives in Bombay
Maharajas anc^ Central India, holds that its spiritual chiefs or Maharajas,
as incarna- as they are called, are representatives or even actual in-
carnations on earth of the god Krishna. Hence in the
temples where the Maharajas do homage to the idols, men
and women do homage to the Maharajas, prostrating them-
selves at their feet, offering them incense, fruits, and flowers,
and waving lights before them, as the Maharajas themselves
do before the images of the gods. One mode of worship-
ping Krishna is by swinging his images in swings. Hence,
in every district presided over by a Maharaja, the women
are wont to worship not Krishna but the Maharaja by
swinging him in pendulous seats. . The leavings of his food,
the dust on which he treads, the water in which his dirty
linen is washed, are all eagerly swallowed by his devotees,
who worship his wooden shoes, and prostrate themselves
before his seat and his painted portraits. And as Krishna
looks down from heaven with most favour on such as
minister to the wants of his successors and vicars on earth,
a peculiar rite called Self-devotion has been instituted,
whereby his faithful worshippers make over their bodies,
their souls, and, what is perhaps still more important, their
worldly substance to his adorable incarnations ; and women
are taught to believe that the highest bliss for themselves
and their families is to be attained by yielding themselves
to the embraces of those beings in whom the divine nature
1 Captain Edward Moor, "Account     and fourth of these works.     To be
of an Hereditary Living Deity," Asiatic     exact,   I  should say that I have no
Researches,^* (London, 1803) pp. 381-     information as to this particular deity
395 5  Viscount Valentia, Voyages and     later than the account given of him in
Travels; ii. 151-159;  Ch. Coleman,     the eighteenth volume of the Bombay
Mythology of the  Hindus (London,     Gazetteer, published some twenty-five
1832), pp. 106-111;  Gazetteer of the     years ago.   But I think we may assume
Bombay   Presidency,   xviii.   part   in.      that  the   same   providential   reasons
(Bombay, 1885) pp.  125 sq.     I have     which prolonged the revelation down
to thank my friend Mr. W. Crooke     to the publication of the Gazetteer
for calling my attention to the second     have continued it to the present time.